
 
Information about our school 

 
ORGANISATIONAL CONTEXT 

Royal School for the Deaf Derby is a non-maintained special school, a unique provider of 
day and residential placements for young deaf learners aged 3 – 19. There are currently 108 
pupils on roll made up of 31 Primary, 49 Secondary and 34 Post 16 pupils.  Of these 17 are 
resident Monday to Thursday for 38 weeks each academic year.  A growing number of 
children and young people have complex special needs, in the context of the school this 
means a need in addition to deafness for example, deafness and autism. 
 
QUALITY OF TEACHING, LEARNING & CARE 

The reputation of the School as a lead practitioner in deaf education is established together 
with positive relationships with over 19 Local Authority placing partners drawn from a 
national catchment area. In May 2019 the School was judged solidly Good by Ofsted and in 
July 2021 the residential provision was judged Outstanding for the second year in a row.  
Our aspiration is to mirror the residential outcome at our next Ofsted education visit.  
Increasing confidence in the quality of teaching, learning and care is apparent amongst all 
stakeholders. A key challenge is ahead, demonstrating that the progress and attainment of 
children and young people is not jeopardised by the pandemic.  Financial health is 
consistently rated as outstanding, success driven by qualified, competent and confident staff.   
 
ADMISSIONS 

Prospective pupil visits and assessments are busy. Admissions are based on needs 
assessments by an in-house interdisciplinary team led by the Headteacher.   Subject 
specialist Teachers of the Deaf, Social Care (if appropriate), Highly Specialist Speech and 
Language Therapy, Audiology assess pupils against a matrix of needs which underpins a 
fair fee structure.  Admissions do not always follow a neat pattern.  Ad hoc assessments and 
placement offers take place throughout the academic year across all age groups.   

 
CAMPUS & BUILDINGS 

The School enjoys a large leafy green eleven acre campus with ample parking facilities.  It is 
within walking distance of Derby city centre and a stone’s throw away from the Peak 
National Park.     
 
A major capital expenditure plan is coming to an end with over 750k invested in the campus 
to realise the wishes of children and young people for a contemporary space to live and 
learn in.  The school has its own sports field, sports hall, outdoor gym, outdoor play and 
teaching areas and a forest school cabin.  There are specialised D&T, Science, Food 
Technology, ICT, Early Years classrooms, a dedicated health centre, audiology suite, 
speech and language therapy rooms and Deaf Heritage Centre.  Further information linked 
to the heritage of the School is here, https://www.rsdd.org.uk/beyond-the-classroom/deaf-
heritage-project 
 

STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE 

Leadership is rated as outstanding.  The Headteacher role is supported by a knowledgeable 
and experienced Governing body who share the school’s ambitions and work hard to ensure 
resources are in place to achieve them.  As a registered charity and company limited by 
guarantee the school also has a trust board ultimately responsible for the administration of 
the charity.  Trustee annual reports are here, https://register-of-
charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-details/?subid=0&regid=1062507 
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